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A total of 69 women took to the Ford Center stage last night to compete 
in the Parade of Beauties. 
Judges selected sophomore 
broadcast journalism major 
Asya Branch as “Most 
Beautiful 2018.”
Branch is from Booneville 
and said she enjoys singing, 
dancing and traveling.
She said she was in awe af-
ter her win and struggled to 
form words.
“I think Most Beautiful is 
truly about what’s inside, as 
well as what’s outside and 
how you come across on 
stage and in an interview and 
everything,” Branch said.
Branch’s boyfriend, 
sister and friends were in 
the audience cheering her 
on. Freshman business 
administration major Bryan 
Johnson said he and Branch 
have known each other since 
middle school and have been 
dating for two years.
“I knew she was going to 
win,” Johnson said. “I’m su-
per excited for her to com-
pete for Miss Mississippi 
– she’s turned me into a pag-
eant boyfriend.”
Branch’s friend Shauna 
Dickey said she was losing 
her voice from screaming so 
loudly during the pageant.
“She’s gorgeous inside and 
out and presents herself so 
well,” Dickey said. “I’m so 
proud of her.”
Jujuan McGee, Branch’s 
older sister, said she followed 
her since the beginning of her 
journey competing in beau-
ty pageants and couldn’t be 
more proud of her win.
Contestants in the 67th 
annual Parade of Beauties, 
hosted by the Student Activ-
ities Association, were inter-
viewed privately before the 
pageant by a panel of four 
judges. The interviews count-
ed as 10 percent of their total 
scores.
The evening gown competi-
tion – which evaluated stage 
presence, poise, physical fit-
ness, personality and overall 
beauty – counted for the oth-
er 90 percent.
Contestants were escort-
ed by members of Ole Miss 
ROTC. There was a tie for the 
top 10 finalists, bringing the 
total to a top 11 out of the 69 
contestants.
The beauty contest was 
emceed by Miss University 
2018, Charley Ann Nix, and 
Most Beautiful 2017, Blair 
Wortsmith.
Branch will continue on to 
compete in Miss Mississippi.
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The university’s Black 
History Month events begin 
at 4 p.m. today with an 
opening ceremony in Fulton 
Chapel and will continue 
throughout the month with 
film screenings, a legacy walk 
honoring James Meredith, 
a session on how to utilize 
library resources to explore 
African-American history and 
much more.
Hosted by the Center for 
Inclusion and Cross Cultural 
Engagement (CICCE) and the 
Black History Month Planning 
Committee, the opening cer-
emony will include selections 
from the UM Gospel Choir 
and a keynote address from 
assistant professor of sociolo-
gy Bryan Foster.
The “Lift Every Voice 
Award” will also be presented 
at the ceremony. This award 
honors a person, group or en-
tity that has actively improved 
relations on campus, specif-
ically targeting areas such as 
diversity, multiculturalism 
and inclusion.
CICCE director Shawnboda 
Mead said preparation for 
Black History Month began in 
September. The CICCE plans 
the opening celebration and 
keynote address but openly 
invites other groups to collab-
orate on other events through-
out the month.
“We invite several student 
organizations, academic and 
student affairs departments 
and other community groups 
to attend the first Black His-
tory Month planning meeting 
in September,” Mead said. 
“Our goal is to offer a com-
prehensive calendar of events 
that foster reflection, dialogue 
and engagement for the entire 
campus community.”
National Poetry Slam 
Champion and Individual 
World Poetry Slam finalist 
Clint Smith will deliver the 
keynote address in Fulton 
Chapel on Feb. 26. Smith does 
more than just poetry – he is a 
National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship 
recipient interested in mass 
incarceration, sociology of 
race and the history of U.S. 
inequality. He has given two 
TED talks, which have been 
viewed more than 5 million 
times. He is also a writer, 
teacher and doctoral candidate 
at Harvard University.
The fifth annual Black 
History Month Gala will take 
place at 6 p.m. Feb. 9 in the 
Gertrude C. Ford Center. The 
gala was first created by the 
Black Student Union execu-
tive board, which felt it was 
necessary to commemorate 
those African Americans who 
had created a more diverse 
and inclusive atmosphere but 
were going unrecognized.
Black Student Union 
President Nekkita Beans said 
that, since 2014, the gala has 
celebrated African-American 
achievement of progress on 
campus.
“We are proud to continue 
to perpetuate this initiative 
and are excited to fellowship 
with current members, past 
BSU students, as well as facul-
ty and staff,” Beans said.
-
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University’s Black History Month events begin today
SEE BHM PAGE 3
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Asya Branch crowned Most Beautiful 2018
Most Beautiful 2017 Blair Wortsmith crowns Asya Branch, Most Beautiful 2018 Tuesday night at 
the Ford Center. 
‘We need to tell the full story’:
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President Donald Trump 
delivered his first State of 
the Union address late Tues-
day night on Capitol Hill. 
The president used his near-
ly 90-minute speech to cel-
ebrate his administration’s 
legislative achievements of 
2017 and went on to detail an 
ambitious outline for further 
progress in 2018.
Soon after taking the podi-
um, the president proclaimed 
that “the state of our union is 
strong” and that a “new tide 
of optimism” had swept over 
our nation.
Objectively speaking, it is 
hard to argue with his asser-
tion. Not since the 1980s have 
Americans seen this degree of 
economic prosperity. Under 
the Trump administration, 
the U.S. economy has creat-
ed more than 2.4 million new 
jobs, the stock market has 
gained $6.9 trillion in value 
and small business confi-
dence is at a historic high.
Even more impressively, 
the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported 196,000 new 
manufacturing jobs in 2017, 
compared to a net loss of 
16,000 the year before. Un-
employment rates currently 
sit at a 45-year low, and Af-
rican-American and Latino 
unemployment rates have 
reached their lowest points in 
U.S. history.
Last year was, indeed, his-
toric for the Trump admin-
istration and, consequently, 
for our country. President 
Trump’s defining accomplish-
ment of the year was signing 
into law the Tax Cuts and Job 
Act, the most significant re-
form of the federal tax code 
in nearly 37 years. The bill re-
duces taxes for more than 80 
percent of Americans while 
slashing the corporate tax 
rate from 35 to 21 percent, 
which has already resulted in 
more than 3 million American 
workers receiving bonuses.
Another substantial victo-
ry for President Trump and 
the Republican party was the 
nomination and subsequent 
Senate confirmation of Jus-
tice Neil Gorsuch, a protégé 
of the late Antonin Scalia, to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Gor-
such, known for his staunch 
advocacy for judicial original-
ism, essentially guarantees a 
conservative-controlled court 
for decades to come.
The president has also 
nominated 12 federal appel-
late judges – a presidential 
record for a single year.
In addition, illegal cross-
ings over our southern border 
are at a 46-year low, more 
than 1,500 financial regula-
tions have been slashed and 
ISIS-controlled territory has 
been decimated.
While the mainstream me-
dia has infatuated itself with 
trivial tweets and virtue sig-
naling, President Trump and 
the GOP have been at work 
implementing their agenda 
and reshaping our country for 
decades to come.
President Trump has suc-
cessfully delivered on a vast 
number of his campaign 
promises, much to the de-
spair of the Democratic par-
ty. Compared to just one 
year ago, the United States 
is wealthier, safer and more 
prosperous.
American optimism is 
reaching new heights, and 
international leadership has 
been restored. Once again, the 
state of our union is strong.
Wright Ricketts is a junior 
banking and finance major 
from Memphis.
GUEST COLUMN
The state of our union is strong again
WRIGHT RICKETTS
GUEST COLUMNIST
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The UM Slavery Re-
search Group and the Rob-
ert C. Khayat Law Center 
teamed up Wednesday to 
sponsor the Martin Luther 
King Day Commemoration 
Panel at the university’s 
law school.
The panel was made up 
of four faculty members: 
history professor Anne 
Twitty, sociology professor 
Jeffrey Jackson, English 
professor Jennie Light-
weis-Goff and history pro-
fessor Marc H. Lerner and 
connected various areas of 
research in Oxford-Lafay-
ette County and beyond to 
slavery on campus.
The UM Slavery Research 
Group began in 2014 and is 
currently made up of facul-
ty and staff working across 
disciplines to learn more 
about the history of slavery 
and enslaved people in Ox-
ford and on campus.
Jackson serves as a co-
chair of UMSRG and said 
many “institutions were 
created in support of slav-
ery … and were founded 
largely on the basic profits 
of slavery”.
During the construction 
of the original 10 buildings 
that made up the Universi-
ty of Mississippi, enslaved 
people were rented by the 
university from local slave 
owners to dig wells, build 
dwellings and provide ser-
vices such as carpentry and 
masonry to the university.
Three of those buildings 
remain, including the Ly-
ceum.
“George Hall, Lamar 
Hall, Barnard Observato-
ry, these are all prominent 
men in our campus’ histo-
ry, but they were also slave-
holders,” Jackson said.
Accounts of these en-
slaved people can be found 
in faculty minutes and 
Board of Trustees min-
utes. There are particular 
stories, like one of an en-
slaved woman named Jane 
who was raped and beaten 
on campus, that also give 
light to the importance of 
the people who built the 
university.




es of most of those enslaved 
people are not complete-
ly intact. There are pho-
tographs without names, 
and ledgers with only first 
names or nicknames.
“The university also 
maintained an enslaved 
labor force,” Jackson said. 
“While their names were 
rarely recorded in histori-
cal documents, we do know 
that George, Jane, Henry, 
John, Squash, Moses, Will 
and Nathan were among 
those who performed the 
work of farming and main-
taining the buildings and 
stables.”
The first university to 
begin researching institu-
tional enslavement on a 
college campus was Brown 
University.
“Brown University, af-
ter all, largely began as an 
influential institution as a 
result of the support that 
it received from the Brown 
family, who, by and large, 
had made their fortune off 
the trans-Atlantic slave 
trade,” Twitty said.
Since then, several uni-
versities have begun to do 
the work associated with 
rediscovering the lives of 
enslaved people on univer-
sity campuses.
“The impact of Brown 
University for the rest of 
us undertaking such work 
has been absolutely enor-
mous,” Twitty said.
Currently, a national or-
ganization known as Uni-
versities Studying Slavery 
(USS) allows universities 
to work together to address 
both historical and con-
temporary issues dealing 
with race and inequality in 
higher education.
Currently, there are only 
34 institutions that are 
members of the USS. The 
groups include Ivy League 
institutions, private uni-
versities and colleges, as 
well as public, state-fund-
ed institutions.
The University of Missis-
sippi is the only institution 
in the state and the only in-
stitution in the Southeast-
ern Conference that is part 
of the organization.
The university will unveil 
six plaques March 2 to con-
textualize several universi-
ty buildings and spaces on 
campus and will also host 
other events throughout 
the semester to showcase 
the work of the UM Slavery 
Research Group.
Men of Excellence, an 
organization that supports 
minority males on campus, 
has hosted the “Continuing 
the Legacy Walk” since 2015. 
The walk serves to honor 
James Meredith, who in 
1962 became the first African 
American to attend Ole Miss. 
This year’s walk will take place 
at noon Feb. 7 in the Lyceum 
Circle.
Norris “EJ” Edney III, 
National Pan-Hellenic Council 
coordinator of Greek affairs, 
said the walk reminds the 
community of the opposition 
those in the African-American 
community faced in 1962.
“Commemorating the 
integration of the University 
of Mississippi is important 
because of the continued 
disparities in educational 
access and outcomes that 
minority students experience,” 
Edney said. “It (the walk) 
is meant to remind us that 
there is still work to do and 
progress to make for many 
marginalized groups on 
campus. It is important to 
remember the inequities 
of our past and 
present.”
J.D. Williams Library will 
host an event Feb. 21 to make 
students aware of free online 
resources accessible through 
the library. These tools 
are particularly helpful for 
students in African-American 
studies classes or those who 
want to learn more about 
African-American history.
The library’s archives 
and special collections are 
celebrated, and they include 
all of James Meredith’s 
papers; however, many 
students don’t realize they 
are so recognized, according 
to Amy Gibson, African-
American studies librarian.
Gibson said there is a 
benefit to understanding all of 
America’s history and a need 
for Americans to empathize 
about the painful part of 
their country’s past. She also 
acknowledged that it takes 
a long time to deal with this 
painful history, especially 
considering African Americans 
had to be integrated through 
the use of force.
Becca Walton, associate 
director of the Center for the 
Study of Southern 




tory must be made a priority 
throughout the year, not just 
during one month.
“We walk on ground that 
still bears evidence of slavery 
and resistance to segregation. 
We need to tell the full 
story of how this legacy of 
inequality and violence affects 
the experience of students, 
faculty and staff,” Walton 
said. “There isn’t a history of 
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Panel explores history of slavery on campus
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Madysen Acey Emily Slohr
Gabriella Elnicki
Hannah Perrigin
Brittney Jackson Madison McCay
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Parade of Beauties
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iStudy
outreach.olemiss.edu/istudy
istudy@olemiss.edu | (662) 915-7313
iStudy courses are now semester-based and 
tuition-covered.* Full-year courses are always 
available!
More courses
CJ 300 Ethics in Legal Studies
G St Special Topics: Gender and Poverty
SRA 371 Camp Leadership
Major upgrade
ACCY 201 Introduction to Accounting Principles 1, 
CSCI 191 Computer Applications,  MATH 123 Trigonometry 
and PORT 102 are revised!
They’re back!
ECON/FIN 303 Money and Banking
COUN 333 Psychology of Human Growth and Develop-
ment
New location
iStudy is now located inside the Jackson Avenue Center 
at 1111 West Jackson Avenue. We’re in Suite H. Stop by 
and see us!
Flexible just got  
more flexible …
and affordable! 
* All UM semester rules apply.
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This show offers a more comedic perspective on 
things. Rod and Karen, a married couple, give lis-
teners wisdom and unpredictable humor, always 
keeping true to their motto, “nothing’s wrong if it’s 
funny.” They delve into serious issues about ongo-
ing situations, giving their own commentary, which 
will always knock you off your feet. Covering topics 
such as the “#MeToo” movement, an Air Force ser-
geant’s racist rant and DACA, the couple’s interest-
ing outlook leaves listeners pondering after each epi-
sode. Rod and Karen have been featured on Huffington Post, and the show has 
constantly been ranked as the No. 1 comedy podcast on Podomatic. In a more 
recent episode, “Black Lightning so Lit” the two discuss the opioid crisis, a bridge 
in Colombia falling and relating that to America’s failing infrastructure, which has 
roads, according to Karen, that have not been maintained in years, and America’s 
drinking problem. The two are a great team, and Rod’s infectious laugh and their 
combined humor will make you tear up for all the right reasons. 
PODCASTS of the week
“Another Round,” hosted by Heben Nigatu 
and Tracy Clayton, is all about topics that 
are vital, covering everything from race and 
gender to pop culture. On the show, which 
is produced by Buzzfeed, the two friends 
and their occasional guests take on matters 
that are often not brought up in conversa-
tion. The episode that drew me to the show 
is titled “Was That a Microaggression Or 
Just Tuesday?” Both hosts and guest Audie 
Cornish, who is the host of NPR’s “All Things Considered,” discuss not only 
microaggressions but also the “unbearable whiteness of white radio.” The 
discussion covers what it means to be both black and professional, as well as 
the stereotypes people of color are surrounded by in public radio. Previous 
guests on the podcast have been Hillary Clinton and journalist and author 
Ta-Nehisi Coates. The show is insightful and hysterical in all the right places, 
but most importantly, it’s relatable.
Launched in 1988, “Afropop 
Worldwide” has continued to expand 
and includes a wide range of music and 
cultures from the African diaspora and 
is considered to be one of the most 
internationally syndicated weekly radio 
shows. Hosted by Georges Collinet, 
the show highlights stories from music 
capitals in Latin America and Africa. 
Collinet offers a history lesson through 
each episode for listeners, talking about 
subjects as various as the Mugabe regime 
in Zimbabwe, the first black-owned record label in the U.S. and 
Haiti’s fight for copyright. The weekly radio show brings cultures 
and countries together through Collinet’s power of storytelling. A 
personal favorite is “The Mugabe Years,” which centers around 
Zimbabwe’s most significant musician, Thomas Mapfumo, and his 
post-independence songs that, though considered controversial, 
shaped the country and destabilized apartheid programs 
upheld by the African regime. The song mentioned in the show, 
“Corruption,” focuses on former President Mugabe and his long 
financial scandal that led to the country’s hyperinflated economy. 
“Afropop Worldwide” not only shares the stories of the African 
diaspora but also combines history, music and culture. 
Available on Soundcloud or its web-
site, “State of the Re:Union” is hosted 
by performance artist and playwright Al 
Letson. It is both a podcast and public 
radio show distributed by Public Radio 
Exchange and NPR that explores cities 
around the U.S. – both small and big. 
Letson describes the show as “an unlike-
ly idea that came from an unlikely show.” 
He grew up a black boy who wanted to 
extend his experiences to the country as 
a whole. Throughout his upbringing he became disconnected from 
America, uneasy with the symbol of slavery and often seeing the 
American flag as the Confederate flag. The show chronicles Ameri-
ca from every aspect, discussing aspects that are often overlooked, 
from the American justice system to a gay black civil rights leader 
trying to make an impact. With this show and his experiences, Let-




STATE OF THE RE:UNION
THE BLACK GUY WHO TIPS
Today is the first day of February, which is Black History Month, so this week’s podcast is honoring black voices and the contributions and achievements black 
people have made to podcasting and public radio. The following podcasts discuss everything from music and culture of the African diaspora to the American 
justice system. So grab some headphones and give them a listen.
ETHEL MWEDZIWENDIRA
DESIGN EDITOR
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The No. 8 Ole Miss rifle team 
has consistently competed at 
the top of its game this season. 
Defeating North Carolina State, 
Akron, Army, Nebraska and 
most recently, No. 13 Navy, the 
women of the rifle team proudly 
boast a 5-2 Great American Ri-
fle Conference record with the 
team’s only GARC losses com-
ing against No. 1 West Virginia 
and No. 3 Kentucky.
The onset of the team’s suc-
cess began in 2016 with the hir-
ing of head coach Marsha Beas-
ley. Arriving after a hiatus from 
the sport, Beasley advertised 
an impressive resume of eight 
national NCAA Rifle champi-
onships at West Virginia and 
involvement with the Atlanta 
Olympics. Ole Miss Athletics 
hoped to skyrocket the success 
of the rifle team with Beasley’s 
expertise and eventually win a 
national championship of its 
own. While much of the season 
still remains, Beasley and her 
team have done an exceptional 
job so far.
“This season has been an 
indication of how well the pro-
gram is doing,” Beasley said. 
“We have broken three school 
records so far and look to be 
breaking more.” 
The team records broken in-
clude a score of 4667 against 
Ohio State University, 4669 
against Nebraska and the most 
recent record of 4687 against 
Alaska-Fairbanks. The scoring 
record was broken all three 
times within a week of each oth-
er, proving that Ole Miss rifle is 
still gaining momentum.
While having talented ath-
letes is a large component of 
their current success, Beasley 
attributes most of the program’s 
wins to an atmosphere of team 
unity and positive energy. 
“The team, as a whole, has 
done well this season,” Beas-
ley said. “Everyone has been 
stepping up and shooting their 
own personal bests. It has really 
been a team effort.” 
Senior member Kristyn 
Trump said she also believes 
in the power of a tight-
knit team, preaching the 
importance of accountability 
amongst one another.
“The most exciting part about 
this rifle season is our team,” 
Trump said. “We have been 
working hard to build a posi-
tive team atmosphere and keep 
each other accountable.”
Playing a large factor in the 
team’s unity is the surprising 
number of freshmen who 
comprise this year’s team. 
Typically, upperclassmen 
contribute most of the counted 
scores in competition, but this 
year is different, as three of the 
six freshmen on the roster have 
stepped up and have had their 
scores counted regularly.
“Bringing in these freshmen 
has changed the team’s cul-
ture,” Beasley said. “Three of 
our top four counted scores 
have come from freshmen in 
competition this season, which 
is really something new.”
The addition of assistant 
coach Jean-Pierre Lucas has 
also played a role in the team’s 
success. Lucas’ positivity al-
lows all of the team members 
to push themselves to perform 
at their best, which is crucial 
when it comes time for compe-
tition. Beasley said the assistant 
coach’s energy is contagious 
and she sees the team’s reaction 
to his excitement translated in 
its scores.
Sophia Cuozzo, one of this 
season’s standout freshmen, 
recently shot her highest career 
aggregate score of 1158 against 
Alaska-Fairbanks. Cuozzo 
has participated in rifle since 
the age of 12 but said she has 
enjoyed taking her hobby to the 
collegiate level and contributing 
to the success of a record-
breaking team.
“A personal goal for me is to 
prove that I have a place in col-
lege athletics and be confident 
that all of the hard work I have 
put into my sport will shine 
through in the years to come,” 
Cuozzo said.
With the way that the early 
season has unfolded, the Ole 
Miss rifle team is hungry for 
a national championship win. 
Although the team is optimis-
tic of winning it all, Beasley 
said she would be proud of her 
team qualifying in the top 18 for 
NCAA teams. 
“We obviously want to win, 
but we will continue to do the 
best that we can,” Beasley said. 
“The season has gone great thus 
far, but we still have a long way 
to go.”
Ole Miss will compete again 
on Feb. 11 against Memphis. 
The competition will be held at 
9 a.m. in Oxford.
Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or 
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can 
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to 
driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the 
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
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Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #4
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 4
In any slide presentation, at least one slide w



















Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

























































































































































SOLUTION TO 1.31.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Song of joy
  6 Rights org.
10 Hang loose
14 Actress MacDowell
15 “Barton Fink” director
16 Buck follower
17 Abounds






27 ___ the ramparts...
28 Puccini classic
30 Final Four org.
33  Attack with severe 
criticism
35 Univ. aides
38 Like a mosquito bite
40 “Exodus” role










61 Abu Dhabi’s fed.
62 Basic unit of heredity
63  Langston Hughes 
poem
64 Italian lady
66 Work without ___







  1 Singer LaBelle
  2 Lend ___ (listen)
  3  Excess fluid in an 
organ
  4 Intention
  5 Monster’s nickname
  6 ___ the hole
  7 Young male horse
  8 Jacob’s first wife
  9 Let loose
10 San Diego suburb
11 Corbeled bay window
12 TV producer Michaels
13 Silt deposit
22 Milky Way maker
23 Kitchen gadget
25 Ark builder




















54 Once ___ time...
55 Crescents
56 Knight’s weapon





Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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Freshmen help fuel success for No. 8 Ole Miss rifle
The Ole Miss rifle range uses an electronic scoring system. After the marksmen 
aim at the electronic targets at the end of the range, the shot taken is shown on 
the screen beside them. 
FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL



























































































































































The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
business day in advance. The Daily 
Mississippian is published Monday 
through Friday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. 
All major credit cards accepted. 
No refunds on classified ads once 
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse 
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.









TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy Ole Miss student 
only! $510 (662) 832-0117 
APARTMENT FOR RENT
BETWEEN SQUARE AND CAMPUS 
403 S. 5th. 2 spacious bedroom. 1 
bath. $1010 month 662- 832-0117 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D, water, and cable 
included. No pets. 1 year lease. Qui-
et atmosphere. Deposit required. Call 
(662) 234-0000 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLI-
ANCES INCLUDED $900.00 DE-
POSIT/$900.00/ MO TIMBER LAKES 
(662) 473-2885 (662) 473-2114 
WALK TO SQUARE 217A S. 17th 
2 bedroom 1 bath w/study. $880 
(662) 832-0117 
ROOM FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT, one person. $500/
mo., $500 deposit. Includes electric-
ity and water. Private entrance/bath. 
(662)401-5016 
PETS SERVICES
HORSE BOARDING Lighted indoor 
arena in Panola County for boarding. 
400 for full board or 100 for pasture 
board per month. Lessons as well as 
recreational riding on 300 acres avail-
able on our or your horse. (662)609-
5678 
The NCAA Division I 
Women’s Basketball 
Committee will reveal 
another round of its 
top 16 teams in the 
country Thursday 
night on ESPN, 
during halftime of 
the game between 
No. 1 UConn 
and No. 7 South 
Carolina.
During the show-
case in Columbia, South 
Carolina, the committee 
will not only unveil the na-
tion’s top-ranked 16 teams 
but also will release the top 
four teams in each region at 
7 p.m. EST Thursday night.
Of the teams ranked by 






UConn sits on top of 
the rankings with an 
overall record of 20-0 with 
Mississippi State following 
close behind in second with 
a 22-0 record.
UConn has proved itself 
as a solid team year in and 
year out and has held AP’s 
top spot since this year’s 
preseason rankings 
came out. The 
second-place 








at No. 2 heading 
into Week 14.
Although Ole Miss 
is not ranked in either the 
top 16 committee ranking 
or the AP top 25, half of the 
SEC is represented in the 
first NCAA Committee top 
16 with Mississippi State 
leading the pack at No. 




Carolina at No. 7, 
Missouri at No. 13, 
Texas A&M at No. 14 and 
Georgia bringing up the rear 
of ranked SEC teams at No. 
16.
The Rebels have played 
more than half of these 
teams this season, having 
faced South Carolina, Mis-
souri, Mississippi State and 
Tennessee, but each game 
ended in defeat 









in the two weeks 
between its 
pair of matchups against 
second-ranked Mississippi 
State. The Rebels held the 
Bulldogs to a 20-point vic-
tory in the second matchup, 
an 11-point increase over the 
31-point victory in favor of 
the Bulldogs the first time 
the two teams met in Janu-
ary.
With eight games remain-
ing this season, the Rebels 
will take on the rest of the 
top 16 SEC teams from the 
first reveal, which includes 
Texas A&M on the road 
and a home/away series 
with Georgia.
Another high-profile 
game prior to Thursday 
night’s reveal will take 
place between the Texas 
A&M Aggies and the Ten-
nessee Volun-






will be a 
telling sign for 
where each team 
stands, it doesn’t 
mean any team 
should be counted out for 
the rest of the season. With 
the third and final Thursday 
Night Showcase set 
for Feb. 19, nu-
merous key games 
are still to be 
played, and 
teams will 






for all 16 teams more than 
plausible.
However, these top 16 
announcements will have 
no bearing on the final 
64-team field for the 2018 
NCAA Division I Women’s 
Basketball Championship, 
and the official bracket will 
be announced during the 
Selection Special at 7 p.m. 




Women’s basketball top 16 reveal set for tonight
PHONE IN ONE HAND
IN THE OTHER
TICKET
Start Your Morning 
RIGHT
+ =
Oxford’s Morning Newspaper 
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The Vanderbilt Commo-
dores women’s basketball 
team will travel to Oxford 
on Thursday to take on 
the Ole Miss Rebels for the 
first time since 2016.
This game will mark the 
49th meeting in the two 
teams’ all-time series, 
which Vanderbilt leads 31-
16. The last time the Com-
modores played in Oxford 
was Jan. 3, 2016, when the 
Rebels took home a close 
win with a final score of 55-
52. Vanderbilt has not won 
in Oxford since the 2013-
14 season and totals only 
eight victories in Oxford.
Coming into Thursday, 
both Ole Miss and 
Vanderbilt are trying to 
bounce back from tough 
losses at home. The Rebels 
lost 69-49 to Mississippi 
State on Sunday, while 
the Commodores fell to 
Texas A&M 91-67. Both 
teams have had slow 
starts to conference play 
and currently hold a 1-7 
record. Vanderbilt’s sole 
conference win was against 
Kentucky, and the Rebels’ 
came against Florida.
However, there is no lack 
of talent between these two 
teams. Vanderbilt had three 
players score in the double 
digits during Sunday’s 
game against the Aggies. 
Chelsie Hall led the team 
with 16 points, followed by 
Kayla Overbeck with 14 and 
Christa Reed with 13. Reed 
also led the team defensively 
with six rebounds.
Hall is having a remark-
able freshman season for 
the Commodores. She is 
averaging 13.1 points per 
game and the freshman 
guard has already scored 
double figures in 15 games 
this season.
On the other end of the 
court, Ole Miss junior Ma-
dinah Muhammad con-
tinues to lead the Rebels 
offensively. The 5-foot-
8 guard from Chicago is 
ranked No. 6 in the SEC 
for points scored per game 
with an average of 17.8. 
In addition, Muhammad 
is also ranked second in 
the SEC, averaging 2.5 
three-pointers per game 
and having made more 
than 50 three-point shots 
this season.
Barely trailing Muham-
mad is her teammate and 
fellow guard Alissa Alston. 
Alston currently averages 
14.4 points per game and is 
ranked No. 7 in the SEC for 
most assists this season with 
85. Alston scored a career 
high of 27 points in the game 
against South Alabama ear-
lier this season and will be 
critical for the Rebels’ suc-
cess against Vanderbilt.
Getting an early lead 
against the Commodores 
will be crucial for the Rebels 
on Thursday. Ole Miss is 
10-1 this season when it is 
winning at halftime. The 
only game Ole Miss lost 
while winning at the half was 
against Florida on Jan. 21, 
who it beat later in the year. 
The Rebels were up 29-26 at 
half but fell just short and 
lost 61-60 to the Gators.
Muhammad currently 
has scored 964 points in 
her basketball career at 
Ole Miss – not far from 
reaching the coveted 1,000 
point-mark, which could 
come with a fantastic out-
ing Thursday. She would 
be the 29th Rebel to ever 
reach 1,000 points.
Another important factor 
for Ole Miss is freshman 
Promise Taylor, who has 
58 blocks this season. The 
three-time SEC Freshman 
of the Week is on track to 
beat the school record for 
most blocks in a single 
season, surpassing Shawn 
Goff, who set the current 
record during the 2007-08 
season with 67 blocks.
A win Thursday night will 
be the first win for the Rebels 
since the game against Florida 
on Feb. 7 and would give 
the team a much-needed 
confidence boost. Tip off for 
the game is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Thursday at The Pavilion, 
and the game will be streamed 
live on SEC Network+.
CAROLINE MCCRAY
STAFF WRITER
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Guard Chyna Nixon dribbles around a Mississippi State defender during a game earlier this week. The Bulldogs won 69-
49 on Sunday. 
PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
